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NOVEMBER 3, 2020 – GENERAL ELECTION 
OFFICIAL CANVASS – BALLOTS REMAINING TO BE COUNTED 

 
Please be aware that the November 3, 2020 Election Results ARE NOT final.  Below please 
find the number of ballots remaining to be counted as of November 5, 2020 during the 28-
day Official Canvass period: 
 
Vote-by-Mail (VBM) ballots received through Election Day, November 3rd:  9,983 

★VBM ballots received on November 4th:  232 

★VBM ballots received on November 5th:    73 

Vote-by-Mail ballots dropped off at the Polls on Election Day:  4,344 

Provisional & Conditional Ballots voted at the Polls on Election Day:  2,950 

Provisional & Conditional Ballots voted at the Elections Office:  159 

Vote-by-Mail ballots that require further review for various reasons:  529 
 

GRAND TOTAL:  18,270 
 
 
★NOTE:  Newly enacted law, Elections Code section 3020(d), changed the deadline for 
elections officials to receive vote-by-mail ballots returned by mail for the November 3,2020 
General Election.  It allows County Elections Official to count a vote-by-mail ballot if it is 
POSTMARKED on or before Election Day and delivered to the elections office by the US 
Postal Service or a private mail delivery company no later than seventeen (17) days after 
Election Day (November 20, 2020). 
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OFFICIAL CANVASS AND 

VOTE-BY-MAIL PROCESSING 
 
There are many checks and balances when certifying the election results.  The process of 
certifying election results, also known as the official canvass, is mandated by state law to 
make sure the public can have confidence in the integrity of the final results.  Unofficial 
results have no bearing on the final outcome of the races and contests.  Only final certified 
results will impact the races and contests.  Staff members are working very diligently on 
completing all tasks required to certify the election. 
 
“Vote by Mail ballots”, each voter’s returned vote-by-mail ballot envelope must be 
examined by staff to see if the signature matches the voter’s signature on file as well as the 
voter’s residence address.  After the VBM voter’s information has been entered and proofed; 
the VBM envelopes have to be sorted by voting precinct.  Staff must verify the number of 
VBM’s processed by voting precinct before the envelopes can be opened.  Once staff 
balances, the envelopes can be opened.  Once the ballots are removed, staff must count the 
number of ballots and the number of envelopes in order to make sure that all of the ballots 
are removed from the envelopes to be counted. 
 
“Polls Provisional Ballots” are cast at the Polling Places on Election Day.  Some of the 
reasons a voter is issued a Provisional Ballot: 
 

★The voter’s name is listed on the Active Voter Roster List as a Vote-by-Mail Voter and the 
voter is unable to surrender his/her VBM ballot in order to be issued a polls ballot. 

★The voter’s name is not printed in the Roster-Index, has moved and did not re-register 
to vote at his/her new residence address. 

★A voter is voting in the wrong voting precinct and not his/her assigned voting precinct. 
★A first time voter who is required to provide ID, but is unable to do so. 
★The voter’s eligibility to vote cannot be determined by the poll worker. 
 
“Conditional Voter Ballots” issued to a person personally visiting either the Lake County 
Registrar of Voters or a voting precinct no later than the close of the polls (prior to 8:00 
p.m.) on Election Day.  These voters are Lake County residents who missed the regular 
voter registration deadline of November 19th but they still have the option to vote in an 
Election by conditionally registering to vote and casting a conditional ballot (same day voter 
registration). 
 
Voters that were able to surrender their vote-by-mail ballot, were allowed to sign the 
Roster-Index and were issued a ballot at their assigned polling place, and then their voted 
ballot was deposited into the ballot box.  After the polls closed, the voted precinct ballots 
were returned to the Courthouse and counted on Election Night.   
 
In addition, all of the Roster-Indexes must also be examined for errors or omissions.  Staff 
checks the Ballot Statement including the number of returned voted ballots against the 
number of voter’s who signed the Roster-Index.  Provisional and Conditional voter 
signatures also need to match the number of voter Provisional and Conditional Ballots.  
Once this done, staff must enter voter history from each of the Roster-Indexes and record it 
into the voting system as voter history. 


